Abstract: Reports of iatrogenic foreign bodies in the jaw are rare. Two cases of accidental insertion of broken extracting instruments into the mandible are reported. These accidents occurred during removal of impacted mandibular third molars. One patient was referred on the day of the accident, and the other was referred 2 months after the accident. Radiographs revealed metal foreign bodies in the mandible, separate from the tooth sockets. The objects were removed by enlargement of the tooth sockets. They were a broken elevator and a broken root tip elevator. Healing was uneventful, but one patient had prolonged sensory nerve disturbance of the lower lip.
